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The Youth Choir will continue tonight’s concert with selections that 
originated in countries around the world where Christmas is a time of 
tradition and celebration. They open their set with the original song 
“Remembering Decembers.” This is a song, not of sadness, but of nostalgia 
for the memories that we make during this magical time of the year. “Sing 
Noel” is based on a French carol that most of you will recognize. Although 
it is set in a minor key, the tone is joyous and celebratory. England’s famous 
Renaissance playwright William Shakespeare provided the text for “How 
Like a Winter.” In this sonnet, he likens his separation from the one he loves 
to a long, cold winter. This original musical setting passes the melody 
equally from one part to another creating a haunting and beautiful home for 
the eloquent words. “Fum, Fum, Fum” is a well known Spanish carol that 
has become very commonly sung in English. The rhythmic drive and energy 
makes this one truly enjoyable to sing with any type of ensemble. Finally, 
we end with the American original “Sleigh Ride.” Sit back and enjoy as we 
work our lips, teeth, and tongue to end with this fun standard.  



PROGRAM 
Welcome…………………..…Kim Cerrudo, VWB Executive Director 

Great Lakes Treble Choir 
Monica Pavel Kissinger, director 

Cynda Coleman, pianist 
  Carol of the Bells….…………………………M Leontovich/Wilhousky,   
    	 	 	 	 	 	       Arr. Steve Kupferschmid                                  

 A La Nanita Nana…………….…………… ..Traditional Spanish Carol 
	 	 	  	 	                     Arr. Ruth Elaine Schram 

German Lullaby…………….…….…………………German Folk Song 
	 	 	 	 	 	    Arr. Dave and Jean Perry 

Ashlin Johnson, Karis Francis, Serena Francis, Lukas App 

 Usiku Mwema….………………………………………..Swahili Lullaby 
	 	 	 	 	           Arr. Christian “Ceej” Oliver 

Caleigh Coleman, Nora Wynder 

We Wish You a Merry Christmas….……….Traditional English Carol 
	                                                                  Arr. Emily Crocker 

Caleigh Coleman, Lukas App 

Great Lakes Youth Choir 
Kevin Wells, director 

Phillip McLellan, pianist 
Remembering Decembers….…………………..………PINKZEBRA 

 Sing Noel: A Christmas Fanfare……….…Based on A French Carol  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Arr. Jay Althouse 

	 	 	 	 	 	    
 How Like a Winter….….….Ruth Morris Gray/William Shakespeare 

 
        Fum, Fum, Fum………………..…………..Traditional Spanish Carol 

	 	 	 	         Arr. Alice Parker and Robert Shaw 

Sleigh Ride…………………………………………..Leroy Anderson 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Arr. Hawley Ades 

Let There Be Peace on Earth……….……Jill Jackson and Sy Miller 
	 	 	 	 	 	         arr. By John Brimhall 

 Please join us in singing on the repeat. All alumni of the Voices  
Without Borders choir are invited to join us at the front. 

Let There Be Peace on Earth 
Let there be peace on Earth and let it begin with me. 

Let there be peace on Earth, the peace that was meant to be. 
With God as our Father, brothers all are we. 

Let me walk with my brother, in perfect harmony. 
Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now. 

With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow. 
To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally. 

Let there be peace on Earth and let it begin with me.

Program Notes 

Christmas time has become a time of extensive shopping, loud music, lights, 
decorations, concerts, and all sorts of social gatherings. In the midst of it all, 
this evening you can relax as you listen to Great Lakes Treble and Youth 
Choirs singing for you some of your favorite Christmas music, and some 
new selections that you might hear for the first time. The Treble Choir will 
start the concert with the Ukranian “Carol of the Bells.” This tune composed 
by Mykola Leontovych in 1914 is based on a Ukranian folk chant that 
repeated the three-note pattern over and over, the same as the carol does as 
we know it today. The next three selections are lullabies from different 
countries. First, “A la nanita nana” is a Spanish lullaby sung to Baby Jesus. 
“The German Lullaby” is based on a German folk tune and is very well 
known and sung by mothers in Germany. The last lullaby is an African 
arrangement based on a simple tune Swahili mothers sing to their babies. 
The arrangement is taken a little out of the context, and becomes very 
rhythmical and joyous, more like a musical celebration before bedtime. The 
text means: Go to sleep my dear one, Sleep well, Goodnight, ‘When will I 
see you again?’ ‘I will see you tomorrow.’ The last selection is “We Wish 
You a Merry Christmas.” This favorite English carol was composed by 
Arthur Warrell for SATB choir in 1935. The text was originally sung as 
early as the 1830s by carolers that would go from house to house bringing 
good cheer and hoping for some goodies in return. 


