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The program continues as the Great Lakes Youth Choir explores a variety of 
topics that are familiar to our young singers. We begin with three Americana 
selections sung a cappella. Oh Susanna! evokes our energetic youthful years 
where our lives are filled with the exuberance, play, and the familiar 
surroundings of our home. In Home on the Range our young person has 
ventured away and now longs for the familiarity of the home that they have 
always known. Finally, in Poor Wayfarin’ Stranger, our traveler seeks an 
eternal home, far away from sickness, toil, and danger. We continue our set 
with the sixteenth century madrigal What If I Never Speed? The early music 
composer is asking himself what happens if he never lives the life that he 
was meant to? As our young singers are approaching an age where they will 
be leaving their familiar home, they might be asking themselves the very 
same. In this case, John Dowland is in love with a person and does not know 
if that person will return his love. Lightening! is an exciting word poem 
about the familiar weather phenomenon. We have had the opportunity to see 
a lot of lightening in Northern Michigan over the past few months. Finally, 
we end with the lively Rollo Dilworth composition Rejoice and Sing! This 
piece reminds me of a person who has been through hardship, fear, and 
doubt but has stood up to those fears and lived a meaningful life. Our 
singers are celebrating all that has been and will be in their life times. 

GLTC Singers: Josie Burch, Gabe Burch, Sydney Burch, Caleigh Coleman, 
Scarlett Cromwell, Hosanna Francis, Karis Francis, Serena Francis, Jaidyn Gaus, 
Ashlin Johnson, Kolbe Peca, Kohshava Ritter, Luna Vork, Nora Wynder 

GLYC Singers: Maddie Burch, Olivia Cerrudo, Christopher Coleman, Charlotte 
Drinkall, Joel Dubey, Ellie Harris, Haley Hulien, Jada Meldrum, Abigail Oliver 
Angela Oliver, Dominic Oliver, Thomas Tafoya, Gabrielle Wells 

Special Thanks to our sponsors: First Presbyterian Church, Harbor Springs; 
United Methodist Church, Petoskey; Cross of Christ Lutheran Church, 
Petoskey. 

*This activity is supported by the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs

http://www.littletraverseyouthchoir.org
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PROGRAM 

Welcome…………………..…Kim Cerrudo, VWB Executive Director 

Great Lakes Treble Choir 
Monica Pavel Kissinger, director 

Cynda Coleman, pianist 
Home…………….…………………………..……………Amy F. Bernon 

Karis, Serena, Hosanna Francis                                   

Shenandoah………………………………………..American Folk Song 
	 	 	   Arranged with Additional Lyrics by Jeff Funk 

Caleigh Coleman 

Promised Land…………………….…………………Arr. Natalie Sleeth 

Ahrirang….…………………………………..Arr. Ruth Elaine Schram 
Ashlin Johnson 

Thula Klizeo………………………………………….Joseph Shabalala 
	                                                                  Arr. Leanne Macdonnell 

Great Lakes Youth Choir 
Kevin Wells, director 

Phillip McLellan, pianist 
Americana: Three a cappella Setting ……………… Arr.Jerry Estes 

	 	  1. Oh, Susanna!	  
	 	 2. Home On the Range 
	 	 3. Poor Wayfarin’ Stranger 

What If I Never Speed?…………………………………John Dowland 
	 	 	 	 	 	          Arr. Russell Robinson

      
 Lightening!………………….……………………………….Greg Gilpin 

 
       Rejoice and Sing!………………………………………..Rollo Dilworth 

Let There Be Peace on Earth……….……Jill Jackson and Sy Miller 
	 	 	 	 	 	         arr. By John Brimhall 

 Please join us in singing on the repeat. All alumni of the Voices  
Without Borders choir are invited to join us at the front. 

Let There Be Peace on Earth 
Let there be peace on Earth and let it begin with me. 

Let there be peace on Earth, the peace that was meant to be. 
With God as our Father, brothers all are we. 

Let me walk with my brother, in perfect harmony. 
Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now. 

With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow. 
To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally. 

Let there be peace on Earth and let it begin with me.

Program Notes 
“Home” is such an easy word but yet so complex and meaningful. The five 
pieces presented by the Treble Choir this evening display the varied qualities 
of what ‘home’ represents to people. The first piece called Home lists the 
many places that can be called ‘home,’ but yet they all have something in 
common: safety, warmth, and love. The second piece, Shenandoah, talks 
about the longing to see this special place, the Shenandoah River. The author 
mentions the different senses such as sight and hearing that experienced the 
river and miss this place that gave him peace and comfort. The third piece, 
Promised Land, is a spiritual that talks about the heaven as the home where 
pain and hardship will no longer be. This spiritual, like many other spirituals, 
is an Underground Railroad song that slaves used to sing in order to 
communicate important information about their route to the north, where 
they could be free and find a new life, and a new home. The next piece, 
Ahrirang, is based on the Korean folk tune that is considered to be the 
unofficial national anthem of both South and North Korea. The name derived 
from a tribal language in northern China in which the word “arin” means 
“hometown." It has become a national symbol, a symbol of home and 
heritage. The final piece of the set is Thula Klizeo, an African song. The 
meaning of the text is spoken within the piece which says: “Be still my heart, 
even here I am at home.” The clapping and stomping which represent the 
restless heart, are quiet down when the singers say ‘shhh.’ It is a conversation 
with the heart to assure it that there is no danger nor harm.  


