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Welcome! 
BY BRENDA BELL, VWB BOARD PRESIDENT

Welcome to Voices Without Borders’ Harmony
Newsletter. It has been a challenging year for all
of us and we would like to share with you how
VWB is moving forward amidst our ever-
changing world. We invite you to read about how
we are utilizing technology to hold virtual choir
rehearsals and share music with the world in
December. We will also be producing our first
Virtually Live & Globally Inclusive Children of the
World in Harmony Festival in June 2021. We are
committed to bringing the bridge-building joy of
music by whatever method necessary to
Northern MI youth and youth around the world,
spreading our message of peace. We hope you
are inspired and encouraged by what you find in
this newsletter.

HARMONY
Celebrating the bridge-building joy of music! 

MEETING THE
CHALLENGES OF COVID-19
- PAGES 2 & 3

AN INVITATION TO SING -
PAGE 3

A MESSAGE FROM
DEVELOPMENT -  PAGE 4

SCHOLARSHIPS WILL BE
AVAILABLE FOR THE
SECOND SEMESTER
THROUGH THE SARA
RUSSELL KUKUK
SCHOLARSHIP FUND.
LEARN MORE AT
GREATLAKESYOUTHCHOIR.
ORG

 

The latest in
this  issue:

Children of the World in Harmony Festival

http://www.greatlakesyouthchoir.org/


Early this year, the VWB Board of
Directors was faced with a seemingly
impossible challenge. The nation had
been nearly overcome by the global
coronavirus pandemic and the world
changed for the foreseeable future. The
Great Lakes Youth Choir tour to Carnegie
Hall was cancelled, as were rehearsals
and other concerts. 

The board was faced with the challenge
of how to address these new
circumstances. Faced with cancelling the
upcoming season, the VWB Board made
the courageous decision to enter the
virtual age with a vengeance. Great Lakes
Youth Choir directors and others were
provided in-service training on how to
conduct virtual rehearsals and to
produce virtual choir concerts so the
show could go on.

Conducting virtual rehearsals and
concerts is not easy, but our choir
directors accepted the challenge and
rehearsals are proceeding and a virtual
holiday concert is in the works under the
excellent direction of Monica Pavel-
Kissinger, the Great Lakes Youth & Treble
Choir Director.

Meeting the Challenges of COVID-19 
BY JACK KUKUK, VWB ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 
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VWB’s Artistic Director, Dr. Jack Kukuk
stepped back from retirement and has
developed and begun implementing a plan
to present a Virtually Live & Globally
Inclusive Children of the World in Harmony
Festival for June 2020. This will be the 25th
such festival! Due to the current state of
uncertainty, VWB is developing a plan that
considers the safety of the participants while
providing minimal financial risk to all
involved. Choirs from countries A to Z
already plan to participate virtually and we
couldn't be more excited! 

Do you know a youth ages 6-20 who loves to sing? 
Email monicapk@greatlakesyouthchoir.org to learn more! 

What do Armenia, Canada,

Mexico, Japan, New Zealand,

the United States and

Zimbabwe have in common?  

From A to Z



If the pandemic allows VWB to provide
for live and in person concerts, a few
choirs from Michigan and neighboring
states and Canadian provinces have been
invited to attend the festival in person.
They do so with the understanding that, if
circumstances dictate, they will attend
virtually.

As a grand finale to the festival’s gala
concert, Dr. Kukuk is planning to present
a 300-Voice VWB International “Virtual”
Festival Choir to perform two songs, “The
Borders Disappear", a song by composer
Timothy Takach that was commissioned
earlier this year as a tribute to VWB
Founders Sara Russell and Jack Kukuk
and the world premiere of “Voices
Without Borders,” a newly commissioned
song for the VWB International Festival
Choir with music by New York composer
David Shenton. 

In the event the COVID-19 virus allows,
and the government travel restrictions
are removed, it may be possible for some
live participation in the Festival Choir. In
this case the 300-Voice virtual choir will
appear on the screen on stage above the
live and in person singers from Michigan
and neighboring states and Canadian
provinces. “Viva VWB.”

Festival Gala Scheduled for June 24, 2021 
VIRTUALLY LIVE & GLOBALLY INCLUSIVE!
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VWB invites youth ages 6-20 years to sing
virtually in the Great Lakes Youth &
Treble Choirs under the direction of
Monica Pavel Kissinger. The choirs are
excited to collaborate with the Great
Lakes Chamber Orchestra String Quartet
for "Christmas Canon", originally
performed by the Trans-Siberian
Orchestra. Tuition has been waived this
term to allow singers to experience
something new. Please email
monicapk@greatlakesyouthchoir.org to
learn more. 

VWB would like to thank the National
Endowment for the Arts, the Michigan
Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs 
 and the Petoskey-Harbor Springs Area
Community Foundation for their
support! 

An Invitation to Sing!  

Monica Pavel-Kissinger
Great Lakes Youth & Treble Choir Director



Virtual performance of "Christmas
Canon" with the Great Lakes Chamber
Orchestra String Quartet and the Great
Lakes Youth & Treble Choirs to be
released in December 
A Time to Shine (Virtual/Live) February
6, 2021, 7:00pm at the Great Lakes
Center for the Arts 
Great Lakes Youth & Treble Choir
Spring Concert (Virtual/Live) TBD
Virtually Live & Globally Inclusive
Children of the World in Harmony
Festival Gala, June 24, 2021, 7:00pm at
the Great Lakes Center for the Arts

Voices Without Borders (VWB) is excited to
share with you programming for the
upcoming 2020-2021 season. The
pandemic has brought about abrupt
changes in how those in the performing arts
showcase their talents, performances and
programs. However, we are filled with
enthusiasm to provide programs virtual
and/or live. We have a history of
showcasing the talented youth in northern
Michigan, 6-20 years of age, and we hope
you will join us throughout the year as our
season unfolds. You can look forward to the
following:

If you would like to subscribe to
our MailChimp list for updates,
please send an email to Kim at
vwbchoir@gmail.com. 
 

A Message from Development
KAY FLAVIN, VWB DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
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In order to continue to provide these
exiting opportunities for our youth
and communities, your financial
support is needed. It is your
generosity that allows VWB to
continue showcasing the young
people in northern Michigan.
Donations can be sent to VWB, 320
Crown Pointe Drive, Petoskey,
Michigan 49770-8729. Donations may
also be made online at https://voices-
without-borders.square.site Your gifts
are deeply appreciated and tax
deductible.

Voices Without Borders was thrilled to
share the world premiere of "The
Borders Disappear" by Timothy C.
Takach and Julia Klatt Singer, a
commissioned piece in honor of Jack
and Sara Kukuk, founders of Voices
Without Borders. A scholarship fund
has been set up in Sara's honor. 
 https://youtu.be/k1yOoZmkDqg

The Borders Disappear

https://voices-without-borders.square.site/
https://youtu.be/k1yOoZmkDqg

